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UM PRESIDENT SIGNS DECLARATION IN SUPPORT O F CIVIC ENGAGEM ENT
MISSOULA-Concerned about a growing trend toward political apathy, University of Montana
President George Dennison recently joined 50 of his colleagues nationwide in signing a
"President’s Fourth of July Declaration on the Civic Responsibility of Higher Education."
The declaration challenges colleges and universities to promote the responsibilities of
citizenship and involvement in the political process. It was prompted, in part, by recent studies
showing that less than 15 percent of college-age Americans voted in the last national election.
"Higher education is uniquely positioned to help Americans understand the histories
and contours of our present challenges as a diverse democracy," the declaration reads. "It is
also uniquely positioned to help both students and our communities to explore new ways of
fulfilling the promise of justice and dignity for all, both in our own democracy and as part of
the global community."
Dennison and his fellow college and university presidents signed the declaration at a
Presidential Leadership Colloquium held June 29-July 1 at the Aspen Institute in Aspen, Colo.
The conference was sponsored by Campus Compact, the American Council on Education and
the Aspen Institute. Dennison serves on the board of Campus Compact, an organization that
promotes service learning and volunteerism on campuses nationwide.
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The theme of the conference, "Rekindling the Democratic Spirit," addressed a growing
concern that cynicism and a lack of trust toward the political process are leading citizens -particularly those of college age — to disengage from civic affairs and the democratic process.
"My colleagues and I believe strongly that we cannot have the kind and quality of
community we want without active and engaged citizens," Dennison said. "The recent data
about citizen engagement in the United States, whether through community service or political
activity, indicates an alarming decline among all groups except the elderly within our society.
We must take action to reinvigorate the civic tradition that has meant so much for this
country."
The challenge begins with a questionnaire to help colleges and universities determine
whether the campus encourages political participation through its mission statement,
curriculum and opportunities for civic reflection, discussion and engagement, among other
things.
The complete declaration is online at http://www.compact.org.
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